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1
APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR CAPTURE
AND INACTIVATION OF MICROBES AND
VIRUSES

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an apparatus and method
for capture and inactivation of microbes and viruses, the
apparatus and method being capable of capturing and inacti-
vating a microbe and/or a virus suspended in a space.

BACKGROUND ART

There have been airborne microbe/virus removal appara-
tuses for removing microbes and viruses suspended in a
space. Such an airborne microbe/virus removal apparatus is
disclosed which includes a corona charging unit, a high-
voltage electrode, a filter, and an electrode in contact with the
filter arranged in that order from a windward side to cancel
out the effect of charge accumulation during operation so that
high removal performance can be provided throughout the
entire apparatus with a long life duration (refer to Patent
Literature 1, for example).

Another airborne microbe/virus removal apparatus is dis-
closed which includes a pre-filter, a charging unit, a photo-
catalytic filter, an ultraviolet lamp, a virus capture filter, and
an electrostatic filter arranged in that order from a windward
side to enable functions of capturing and inactivating patho-
genic viruses, such as an influenza virus, to be maintained for
a long time (refer to Patent Literature 2, for example).

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent Applica-
tion Publication (Translation of PCT application) No. 2007-
512131 (p. 7,1. 17 to p. 10, 1. 30, FIG. 1, for example)

Patent Literature 2: Japanese Unexamined Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 11-188214 (p. 7,1. 41 to p. 8, 1. 51, FIG.
1, for example)

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

In the airborne microbe/virus removal apparatus disclosed
in Patent Literature 1, microbes and viruses deposited on the
filter are again scattered upon application of an electric field.
Disadvantageously, this lowers the advantage of capturing
airborne microbes and airborne viruses in the airborne
microbe/virus removal apparatus disclosed in Patent Litera-
ture 1. Furthermore, the airborne microbe/virus removal
apparatus disclosed in Patent Literature 1 requires mainte-
nance, such as filter cleaning, in order to prevent microbes
and viruses captured by the filter from growing.

The airborne microbe/virus removal apparatus disclosed in
Patent Literature 2 includes three filters, that is, the photo-
catalytic filter, a water drop type filter, and the electrostatic
filter for airborne microbe/virus removal. Accordingly, this
arrangement leads to an increase in pressure loss in the air-
borne microbe/virus removal apparatus disclosed in Patent
Literature 2. Disadvantageously, for example, energy loss or
noise may be caused.

The present invention has been made to overcome the
above-described disadvantages and provides an apparatus
and method for capture and inactivation of microbes and
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2

viruses, the apparatus and method being capable of stably
removing a microbe and/or a virus and achieving a reduction
in pressure loss.

Solution to Problem

The present invention provides a method for capture and
inactivation of microbes and viruses, the method including a
step of introducing airborne microorganisms into an air path
housing, a charging step of charging the airborne microor-
ganisms introduced in the air path housing, a filter capturing
step of capturing the charged airborne microorganisms using
afilter which has been polarized, and a step of inactivating the
airborne microorganisms captured by the filter with plasma,
wherein the step of inactivating the airborne microorganisms
captured by the filter with plasma is started after the charging
step and the filter capturing step.

The present invention provides a method for capture and
inactivation of microbes and viruses, the method including a
step of introducing airborne microorganisms into an air path
housing, a step of producing a discharge between a first high-
voltage application electrode and a first counter electrode
disposed so as to face the first high-voltage application elec-
trode in the air path housing to charge the airborne microor-
ganisms introduced in the air path housing, a capturing step of
capturing the charged airborne microorganisms using a filter
charged in advance, and a step of inactivating the airborne
microorganisms after the capturing step and sending air,
wherein the steps are successively performed.

The present invention provides an apparatus for capture
and inactivation of microbes and viruses, the apparatus
including an air path housing, a first high-voltage application
electrode to be supplied with a voltage to charge airborne
microorganisms introduced in the air path housing, a first
counter electrode disposed so as to face the first high-voltage
application electrode, a filter to capture the airborne micro-
organisms charged by the first high-voltage application elec-
trode, a second high-voltage application electrode to be sup-
plied with a voltage to polarize the filter and inactivate the
airborne microorganisms captured by the filter, a second
counter electrode disposed so as to face the second high-
voltage application electrode, and a power supply to supply a
voltage to each of the first high-voltage application electrode
and the second high-voltage application electrode. The filter
has a hydrophilic surface. The filter is sandwiched between
the second high-voltage electrode and the second counter
electrode so as to be insulated from the electrodes.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

The apparatus and methods for capture and inactivation of
microbes and viruses according to the present invention
enable capture of microbes and viruses suspended in air with
low pressure loss such that the microbes and viruses sus-
pended in the air are charged and then captured, and enable
inactivation of the captured viruses by discharge. Advanta-
geously, a portion capturing the microbes and viruses can be
kept in a clean state at all times.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 11is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal section
of a schematic configuration of an apparatus for capture and
inactivation of microbes and viruses according to Embodi-
ment 1 of the present invention.
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FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the schematic configuration
of'the apparatus for capture and inactivation of microbes and
viruses according to Embodiment 1 of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating a schematic
exemplary configuration of a charging-unit high-voltage
electrode and a capturing-and-inactivating-unit high-voltage
electrode illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating the flow of a method for
capture and inactivation of microbes and viruses, the method
being executed by the apparatus for capture and inactivation
of microbes and viruses according to Embodiment 1 of the
present invention.

FIG. 5 is a graph of the relationship between the rate (%) of
transient virus capture and the strength (kV/cm) of electric
field between the capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage
electrode and a hydrophilic filter in the apparatus for capture
and inactivation of microbes and viruses according to
Embodiment 1 of the present invention, the relationship hav-
ing been examined.

FIG. 6 is a graph of the effect of the polarity of a voltage
applied to the charging-unit high-voltage electrode of the
apparatus for capture and inactivation of microbes and
viruses according to Embodiment 1 of the present invention
on the transient virus capture rate (%) and the concentration
(ppm) of ozone generated, the effect having been examined.

FIG. 7 is a graph of the effect of the polarities of voltages
applied to the charging-unit high-voltage electrode and the
capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode of the
apparatus for capture and inactivation of microbes and
viruses according to Embodiment 1 of the present invention
on the transient virus capture rate (%), the effect having been
examined.

FIG. 8 is a graph of the comparison in virus survival rate
between processing captured viruses with ozone gas alone
and processing (plasma processing) captured viruses with
other discharge products in addition to the ozone gas.

FIG. 9 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal section
of a schematic configuration of an apparatus for capture and
inactivation of microbes and viruses according to Embodi-
ment 2 of the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus for capture
and inactivation of microbes and viruses according to
Embodiment 3 of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus for capture
and inactivation of microbes and viruses according to
Embodiment 4 of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating the flow of a method for
capture and inactivation of microbes and viruses, the method
being executed by the apparatus for capture and inactivation
of microbes and viruses according to Embodiment 4 of the
present invention.

FIG. 13 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus for capture
and inactivation of microbes and viruses according to
Embodiment 5 of the present invention.

FIG. 14 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus for capture
and inactivation of microbes and viruses according to a modi-
fication of Embodiment 5 of the present invention.

FIG. 15 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus for capture
and inactivation of microbes and viruses according to another
modification of Embodiment 5 of the present invention.

FIG. 16 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus for capture
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4

and inactivation of microbes and viruses according to
Embodiment 6 of the present invention.

FIG. 17 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus for capture
and inactivation of microbes and viruses according to a modi-
fication of Embodiment 6 of the present invention.

FIG. 18 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus for capture
and inactivation of microbes and viruses according to
Embodiment 7 of the present invention.

FIG. 19 illustrates an example of a change in microbe/virus
capture rate of a configuration with a capturing/inactivating-
unit ground electrode 7 and that of a configuration without the
capturing/inactivating-unit ground electrode 7.

FIG. 20 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus for capture
and inactivation of microbes and viruses according to
Embodiment 8 of the present invention.

FIG. 21 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus for capture
and inactivation of microbes and viruses according to a modi-
fication of Embodiment 8 of the present invention.

FIG. 22 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus for capture
and inactivation of microbes and viruses according to
Embodiment 9 of the present invention.

FIG. 23 is a graph of the effect of temperature and humidity
on influenza virus inactivation.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention will be described
below with reference to the drawings.

Embodiment 1

FIG. 11is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal section
of a schematic configuration of an apparatus (hereinafter,
referred to as the “apparatus 100”) for capture and inactiva-
tion of microbes and viruses according to Embodiment 1 of
the present invention. FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the
schematic configuration of the apparatus 100. The configu-
ration and operation of the apparatus 100 will be described
with reference to FIGS. 1 and 2. Note that the dimensional
relationship among components in FIG. 1 and the following
figures may be different from the actual one. Furthermore, the
flow of air is indicated by arrows in FIGS. 1 and 2.

The apparatus 100 is configured to capture microbes and
viruses (hereinafter, also referred to as “airborne microorgan-
isms) suspended in a space and inactivate the captured air-
borne microorganisms. The apparatus 100 includes an air
path housing 10, an air-sending device 1, a charging-unit
high-voltage electrode (first high-voltage application elec-
trode) 2, a charging-unit ground electrode (first counter elec-
trode) 3, a capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode
(second high-voltage application electrode) 5, a hydrophilic
filter 6, and a capturing/inactivating-unit ground electrode
(second counter electrode) 7 such that the components are
arranged in the air path housing 10 in that order from a
windward (upstream) side.

The air-sending device 1 is configured to introduce air into
the air path housing 10. The charging-unit high-voltage elec-
trode 2 is an electrode including many stretched conductive
wires (made of tungsten, titanium, or stainless steel, or plati-
num clad wires (platinum-coated wires made of such a
metal), or made of conductive resin) having a diameter in the
range of, for example, approximately 0.05 mm to approxi-
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mately 0.5 mm and is configured to be supplied with a high
voltage from a high voltage power supply 8 connected to the
electrode. The charging-unit ground electrode 3 is an elec-
trode formed of, for example, metal mesh and is connected to
ground. The charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 and the
charging-unit ground electrode 3 constitute a charging unit.
The charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 is spaced at a
distance of 3 mm to 15 mm from the charging-unit ground
electrode 3. A voltage of approximately 1 kV to approxi-
mately 15 kV is applied between the electrodes.

Although Embodiment 1 has been described on the
assumption that the charging-unit ground electrode 3 func-
tions as a first counter electrode, it is only required that a
voltage be applied between the charging-unit high-voltage
electrode 2 and the charging-unit ground electrode 3. The
charging-unit ground electrode 3 does not necessarily have to
be grounded. Furthermore, if the charging-unit high-voltage
electrode 2 is formed of a conductive ribbon which has a
rectangular or similar shaped cross-section having a sectional
area 0of 0.1 mmx0.5 mm (and whose short sides correspond to
athickness in the range of 0.05 mmx0.5 mm and which has a
width of approximately 0.3 mm to approximately 1 mm and
which is made of tungsten, titanium, stainless steel, or con-
ductive resin), the same advantages will be offered. In this
case, more efficient charging is achieved in an arrangement in
which a surface defined by short sides (0.1 mm) of the sec-
tional area faces the charging-unit ground electrode 3. Fur-
thermore, advantageously, the influence of disconnection due
to electrode wear-out caused by sputtering during discharge
can be reduced. Alternatively, as illustrated in FIG. 3, the
charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 may be formed as
follows: a flat plate (having a thickness of 0.05 to 0.5 mm) is
processed by etching, wire machining, laser machining, sheet
metal stamping, or the like such that strip-shaped portions
having a width 0of 0.3 to 1.0 mm are arranged, and the resultant
workpiece is then reinforced such that edges of each opening
are subjected to bending, such as hemming, or supported by
an insulating material or the like in order to enable the elec-
trode to have a sufficient strength.

The capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5 is
an electrode including many stretched wires having a diam-
eter in the range of, for example, approximately 0.1 mm to
approximately 0.5 mm and is configured to be supplied with
a high voltage from a high voltage power supply 4 connected
to the electrode, the high voltage being in the range of
approximately 1 kV to approximately 15 kV which may
produce a corona discharge, or partial discharge. The captur-
ing/inactivating-unit ground electrode 7 is an electrode
formed of, for example, metal mesh and is connected to the
ground.

Although Embodiment 1 has been described on the
assumption that the capturing/inactivating-unit ground elec-
trode 7 functions as a second counter electrode, it is only
required that a voltage be applied between the capturing/
inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5 and the capturing/
inactivating-unit ground electrode 7. The capturing/inactivat-
ing-unit ground electrode 7 does not necessarily have to be
grounded. Furthermore, if the capturing/inactivating-unit
high-voltage electrode 5 is formed of a conductive ribbon
which has a rectangular or similar shaped cross-section hav-
ing a sectional area of 0.1 mmx0.5 mm (and which has a
thickness of 0.1 mm), the same advantages will be offered. In
this case, a surface defined by short sides (0.1 mm) of the
sectional area may be allowed to face the charging-unit
ground electrode 3. Alternatively, as illustrated in FIG. 3, the
capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5 may be
formed as follows: a flat plate (having a thickness of 0.05 to
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0.5 mm) is processed by etching, wire machining, laser
machining, sheet metal stamping, or the like such that strip-
shaped portions having a width of 0.3 to 1.0 mm are arranged,
and the resultant workpiece is then reinforced such that edges
of each opening are subjected to bending, such as hemming,
or supported by an insulating material or the like in order to
enable the electrode to have a sufficient strength.

The hydrophilic filter 6 is sandwiched between the captur-
ing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5 and the captur-
ing/inactivating-unit ground electrode 7 paired with each
other such that the filter is insulated by bushings 9 from the
electrodes. The capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage
electrode 5, the hydrophilic filter 6, and the capturing/inacti-
vating-unit ground electrode 7 constitute a capturing/inacti-
vating unit. The high voltage power supply 4 is capable of
supplying a voltage at one of at least two levels to the captur-
ing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating a schematic
exemplary configuration of the charging-unit high-voltage
electrode 2 and the capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage
electrode 5 illustrated in FIG. 1. Furthermore, as illustrated in
FIG. 1, the apparatus 100 includes a controller 50 to control
the apparatus 100 in a centralized manner. Apparatuses 100a
to 1007, which will be described in Embodiments 2 to 9, each
include the controller 50.

Inthe above configuration, the hydrophilic filter 6, which is
sandwiched between the capturing/inactivating-unit high-
voltage electrode 5 and the capturing/inactivating-unit
ground electrode 7 such that the filter is insulated from the
electrodes and is grounded, is allowed to act as a dielectric,
that is, to be polarized, such that an electrostatic field is
produced on the surface of the hydrophilic filter 6. Accord-
ingly, airborne microorganisms charged, or with charges
applied by the charging unit composed of the charging-unit
high-voltage electrode 2 and the charging-unit ground elec-
trode 3 are attracted to the electric field produced on the
surface of the hydrophilic filter 6, so that the airborne micro-
organisms come into collision with the hydrophilic filter 6.
Furthermore, water suspended with the airborne microorgan-
isms also collides with the hydrophilic filter 6, so that the
water adheres to the hydrophilic filter 6. Consequently,
microbes and viruses are prevented from being scattered
again. The microbes and viruses captured by the hydrophilic
filter 6 are inactivated by discharge products produced by
discharge through the capturing/inactivating-unit high-volt-
age electrode 5.

As described above, the hydrophilic filter 6 is included in
the capturing/inactivating unit in the apparatus 100. The
hydrophilic filter 6 is polarized, so that charged airborne
microorganisms can be efficiently guided to the hydrophilic
filter 6 so as to collide with the surface of the hydrophilic filter
6 and the airborne microorganisms subjected to collision can
be held with water. Advantageously, the apparatus 100 can
capture airborne microorganisms with low pressure loss and
can also prevent captured microbes and viruses from being
scattered again.

Note that the hydrophilic filter 6 may be of any type
capable of absorbing water (atomized water) subjected to
collision. If the hydrophilic filter 6 is of a type that prevents
formation of water droplets on the surface of the filter upon
collision with water, the water held on the surface can be
prevented from being scattered again. Thus, high capturing
performance can be maintained.

An operation of the apparatus 100 will now be described.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating the flow of a method for
capture and inactivation of microbes and viruses, the method
being executed by the apparatus 100. The apparatus 100 has a
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feature in that a specific portion is used for both capturing
airborne microorganisms and inactivating the captured air-
borne microorganisms. Specifically, since the apparatus 100
is capable of executing a process of capturing microbes and
viruses and a process of inactivating the captured microbes
and viruses in a sequential order, the microbes and viruses can
be removed with efficiency.

When the operation of the apparatus 100 is started, the
air-sending device 1 is activated (step S101). The high voltage
power supply 8 applies a high voltage to the charging-unit
high-voltage electrode 2 and the high voltage power supply 4
applies a high voltage to the capturing/inactivating-unit high-
voltage electrode 5 (step S102). Thus, a discharge is produced
between the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 and the
charging-unit ground electrode 3, so that discharge current
flows into the charging-unit ground electrode 3. A current
flowing into the charging-unit ground electrode 3 is measured
by a current determining unit provided for, for example, a
control board of the controller 50. The measured current is
compared with a reference current previously set by the cur-
rent determining unit (step S103). If there is no problem, the
method proceeds to the next step (YES in step S103).

If the measured current is lower than the reference current,
the voltage applied to the charging-unit high-voltage elec-
trode 2 is raised. If the measured current is higher than the
reference current, the voltage applied to the charging-unit
high-voltage electrode 2 is lowered (step S104). Whether
airborne microbes and viruses are efficiently charged at all
times is determined in that manner (step S105). Upon start of
the step (step S104) of charging microbes and viruses by the
discharge and the step (step S105) of capturing the charged
microbes and viruses using dielectric polarization, a timer is
activated to measure processing time of these steps (step
S106). The reference current may be manually set or may be
previously stored as data in tabular form representing prede-
termined combinations in a storage unit. Furthermore, this
reference value may be set in association with temperature
and humidity. This facilitates the achievement of a predeter-
mined charging rate.

When the processing time of these steps reaches reference
time (YES in step S106), the application of the high voltage to
the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 is stopped and the
application of the high voltage to the capturing/inactivating-
unit high-voltage electrode 5 is also stopped. After that, the
series of steps (i.e., the process of capturing microbes and
viruses) is finished (step S107).

The process of inactivating microbes and viruses is then
started. The high voltage power supply 4 applies a high volt-
age to the capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode
5. Thus, a discharge is produced between the capturing/inac-
tivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5 and the capturing/inac-
tivating-unit ground electrode 7, so that discharge current
flows into the capturing/inactivating-unit ground electrode 7.
At this time, a current flowing into the capturing/inactivating-
unit ground electrode 7 is measured by the current determin-
ing unit. The measured current is compared with a reference
current previously set by the current determining unit. If there
is no problem, the process of inactivating microbes and
viruses is started (step S108).

In the process of inactivating microbes and viruses, if the
measured current is lower than the reference current, the
voltage applied to the capturing/inactivating-unit high-volt-
age electrode 5 is raised. If the measured current is higher than
the reference current, the voltage applied to the capturing/
inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5 is lowered.
Whether the captured microbes and viruses are efficiently
inactivated at all times is determined in this manner. Upon
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start ofthe process of inactivating microbes and viruses by the
discharge (step S108), the air-sending device 1 is stopped
(step S109) and the timer is activated to measure processing
time of these steps (step S110).

When the processing time of these steps reaches reference
time (YES in step S110), the application of the high voltage to
the capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5 is
stopped. The inactivating process is finished (step S111).
After that, the process of charging and capturing microbes
and viruses is again started (step S112). The above-described
operation is repeated.

As described above, the apparatus 100 executes the step of
charging airborne microorganisms (the step of allowing air-
borne microorganisms to be charged), the step of capturing
the charged airborne microorganisms using the hydrophilic
filter 6 which has been polarized, and the step of inactivating
the airborne microorganisms captured by the hydrophilic fil-
ter 6 with plasma. Advantageously, the portion (hydrophilic
filter 6) capturing the airborne microorganisms can be kept in
a clean state at all times. Accordingly, the air in the space
(such as a living space) where the apparatus 100 is installed
can also be kept in a clean state at all times.

Low pressure loss and highly efficient capture due to charg-
ing by the corona discharge and the dielectric polarization of
the hydrophilic filter 6, as a feature of the apparatus 100, will
now be described. Table 1 illustrates the comparison in pres-
sure loss (Pa) and transient virus capture rate (%) among the
system of the apparatus 100 and related-art filtering systems.

TABLE 1
System of
This Application =~ HEPA Filter = Normal Filter
Pressure Loss [Pa] 10 150 10
(at 1 m/s)
Transient Virus 95 99.9 -5

Capture Rate [%]

Table 1 demonstrates that the system of the apparatus 100,
that is, the dielectric polarization system using the hydro-
philic filter 6 had a pressure loss of approximately 10 Pa,
which is equal to that in the normal filter, in the flow of
moving air at a linear velocity of 1 m/s. The transient virus
capture rate at that time was approximately 95%, which is
markedly higher than a transient virus capture rate of 5% in
the normal filter. This may be attributed to the fact that static
electricity enables viruses to collide with the filter with effi-
ciency and the absorbability of water prevents the viruses
subjected to collision from being scattered again. Further-
more, it was found that the transient virus capture rate in the
HEPA filter (high efficiency particulate air filter) is higher
than that in the system of the apparatus 100 but pressure loss
in the filter is significantly higher than that in the system.

The above facts indicate that the use of the system of the
apparatus 100 enables charging by the corona discharge and
the dielectric polarization of the hydrophilic filter 6 to achieve
the same level of transient virus capture rate as that in the
HEPA filter while keeping the same level of pressure loss as
that in the normal filter.

The effect of dielectric polarization of the hydrophilic filter
6, as the feature of the apparatus 100, on highly efficient virus
capture will now be described. FIG. 5 is a graph of the rela-
tionship between the strength (kV/cm) of the electric field
between the capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage elec-
trode 5 and the hydrophilic filter 6 and the transient virus
capture rate (%), the relationship having been examined. In
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FIG. 5, the axis of abscissas indicates the electric field
strength and the axis of ordinates indicates the transient virus
capture rate.

Referring to FIG. 5, in the case where the hydrophilic filter
6 was not polarized, the transient virus capture rate was
approximately 30% (indicated by solid black rectangles in
FIG. 5) though viruses were charged by the corona discharge.
In the case where a filter was polarized, the transient virus
capture rate was increased to 70% (indicated by open rect-
angles in FIG. 5). Furthermore, in the case where the hydro-
philic filter 6 was polarized, the transient virus capture rate
was increased to 95% (indicated by solid black triangles in
FIG. 5).

The above facts indicate that it is very important to polarize
the hydrophilic filter 6. Thus, it is apparent that the hydro-
philic filter 6 has to be polarized in order to achieve capture at
or above 90%, at which it is generally determined that the
advantage of removing microbes and viruses is offered.

FIG. 6 is a graph of the effect of the polarity of a voltage
applied to the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 on the
transient virus capture rate (%) and the concentration (ppm)
of'ozone generated, the effect having been examined. In FIG.
6, the axis of abscissas indicates the voltage (kV) applied at a
distance of 10 mm between the charging-unit high-voltage
electrode 2 and the charging-unit ground electrode 3, the left
side of the axis of ordinates indicates the transient virus
capture rate, and the right side thereof indicates the concen-
tration of ozone generated.

Referring to FIG. 6, when a negative voltage was applied to
the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2, a transient virus
capture rate of 95% was achieved with a lower applied volt-
age (indicated by solid black rectangles in FIG. 6). Further-
more, it was found that a positive voltage was preferably
applied in order to achieve the concentration of ozone at or
below 0.1 ppm at a transient virus capture rate of 95% (indi-
cated by open triangles in FIG. 6).

The above facts indicate that, in the case where the appa-
ratus 100 is adapted for use in air-conditioning equipment, it
is preferable to charge viruses with positive voltage applica-
tion to the electrode which enables maintaining a high tran-
sient virus capture rate while keeping a low amount of ozone
generation.

FIG. 7 is a graph of the effect of the polarities of voltages
applied to the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 and the
capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5 on the
transient virus capture rate (%), the effect having been exam-
ined. Referring to FIG. 7, in the case where a positive voltage
was applied to the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2, the
transient virus capture rate was increased when the voltage
applied to the capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage elec-
trode 5 was negative. In the case where a negative voltage was
applied to the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2, the
transient virus capture rate was increased when the voltage
applied to the capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage elec-
trode 5 was positive.

The above facts indicate that allowing the voltages applied
to the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 and the captur-
ing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5 to have oppo-
site polarities increases the transient virus capture rate.

The above facts indicate that stable virus removal is
achieved when a positive voltage is applied to the charging-
unit high-voltage electrode 2 in a system in which the air
velocity changes.

Inactivation of viruses captured with the hydrophilic filter
6 by the discharge will now be described, the inactivation
being a second feature ofthe apparatus 100. Typically, viruses
are not inactivated by merely applying voltages to electrodes
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such that the electrodes are polarized. The apparatus 100 is
therefore designed to inactivate viruses using discharge prod-
ucts generated by a discharge produced by voltage applica-
tion.

In investigating the electric field strengths and the polari-
ties of applied voltages affected on the concentration (ppm) of
ozone gas generated as one of discharge products, it can be
seen from FIG. 6 that the concentration of ozone gas upon
negative voltage application was higher than that upon posi-
tive voltage application at the same electric field strength.
This fact indicates that negative voltage application is pref-
erable in order to increase the efficiency of virus inactivation.

FIG. 8 is a graph of the comparison in virus survival rate
between processing captured viruses with ozone gas alone
and processing (plasma processing) captured viruses with
other discharge products in addition to the ozone gas. In FIG.
8, the axis of abscissas indicates the product (ppm-min) of the
concentration of ozone and time and the axis of ordinates
indicates the survival rate (-). As illustrated in FIG. 8, even
when ozone processing and plasma processing were per-
formed at the same concentration of ozone, processing
viruses in a plasma field achieved inactivation in a shorter
time. This is probably because the viruses were inactivated
by, for example, electrons, radicals, and ions in plasma, since
captured viruses were exposed to the plasma field.

Accordingly, if the apparatus is designed such that the
hydrophilic filter 6 for capturing viruses is placed in the
plasma field, viruses can be inactivated in a short time.
Advantageously, since the time required for inactivation can
be reduced and the time for capturing airborne microorgan-
isms can be lengthened, the apparatus 100 can remove the
airborne microorganisms with higher efficiency.

Although a filter for removing dust in the air prior to
charging airborne microorganisms is not described in
Embodiment 1, it is needless to say that placing the filter for
removing dust prior to the entrance of air into the charging
unit for charging airborne microorganisms results in more
efficient virus capture. Furthermore, although Embodiment 1
has been described with respect to the case where the air-
sending device 1 is disposed on the windward side such that
the air is forced to enter the virus capturing unit, it is needless
to say that the same bactericidal effect can be obtained in an
arrangement in which the air-sending device 1 is disposed on
a leeward side so as to suck the air from the virus capturing
unit.

Embodiment 2

FIG. 9 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal section
of a schematic configuration of an apparatus (hereinafter,
referred to as the “apparatus 100a”) for capture and inactiva-
tion of microbes and viruses according to Embodiment 2 of
the present invention. The configuration and operation of the
apparatus 100a will be described with reference to FIG. 9.
The difference between Embodiment 2 and Embodiment 1
will be mainly described. The same components as those in
Embodiment 1 are designated by the same reference numer-
als. The flow of air is indicated by arrows in FIG. 9.

The apparatus 100a according to Embodiment 2 includes a
charging unit placed leeward of the air-sending device 1, the
charging unit including the charging-unit high-voltage elec-
trode 2 and a charging-unit ground electrode 11. Specifically,
the apparatus 100« differs from the apparatus 100 according
to Embodiment 1 in the configuration of the charging unit.
The charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 is the electrode
including many stretched conductive wires having a diameter
in the range of, for example, approximately 0.1 mm to
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approximately 0.3 mm and is configured to be supplied with
a high voltage from the high voltage power supply 8 con-
nected to the electrode. The charging-unit ground electrode
11 is an electrode formed of, for example, a metal plate and is
grounded.

This configuration offers the advantages described in
Embodiment 1 and further enables a discharge space (space a
in FI1G. 9) defined by the charging-unit high-voltage electrode
2 and the charging-unit ground electrode 11 to be supplied
with the whole amount of air introduced, thus efficiently
charging airborne microorganisms. Accordingly, the appara-
tus 100a can maximize the microbe/virus capture rate of the
capturing/inactivating unit including the capturing/inactivat-
ing-unit high-voltage electrode 5, the hydrophilic filter 6, and
the capturing/inactivating-unit ground electrode 7. Further-
more, if the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 is formed
of a conductive ribbon which has a rectangular or similar
shaped cross-section having a sectional area of 0.1 mmx0.5
mm (and which has a thickness in the range of 0.1 mm to0 0.3
mm and which is made of tungsten, titanium, stainless steel,
or conductive resin), the same advantages will be offered. In
this case, more efficient charging is achieved in an arrange-
ment in which a surface defined by short sides (0.1 mm) ofthe
sectional area faces the charging-unit ground electrode 11.
Furthermore, advantageously, the influence of disconnection
due to electrode wear-out caused by sputtering during dis-
charge can be reduced.

Embodiment 3

FIG. 10 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus (hereinafter,
referred to as the “apparatus 1005”) for capture and inactiva-
tion of microbes and viruses according to Embodiment 3 of
the present invention. The configuration and operation of the
apparatus 1005 will be described with reference to FIG. 10.
The difference between Embodiment 3 and Embodiments 1
and 2 will be mainly described. The same components as
those in Embodiments 1 and 2 are designated by the same
reference numerals. The flow of air is indicated by arrows in
FIG. 10.

In the configuration in Embodiment 1, the charging-unit
high-voltage electrode 2 formed of wires is disposed on the
windward side and the charging-unit ground electrode 3
formed of metal mesh is disposed on the leeward side to
charge microorganisms suspended in the air. According to
Embodiment 3, a charging-unit high-voltage electrode 12 is
an electrode including a plurality of conductive projections as
illustrated in FIG. 10. For example, the projections may be
attached to metal mesh or a plate, which permits the airto pass
therethrough without pressure loss, by welding or the like to
form the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 12 as illus-
trated in FIG. 10. According to a modification, a metal plate
may be cut with a wire cutter or the like to provide projec-
tions, thus forming the charging-unit high-voltage electrode
12.

This configuration offers the advantages described in
Embodiment 1 and further prevents the charging-unit high-
voltage electrode 12 from being damaged due to an abnormal
discharge caused by, for example, dust entering from the
outside, so that stable discharge can be easily maintained.

Embodiment 4

FIG. 11 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus (hereinafter,
referred to as the “apparatus 100¢”) for capture and inactiva-
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tion of microbes and viruses according to Embodiment 4 of
the present invention. The configuration and operation of the
apparatus 100¢ will be described with reference to FIG. 11.
The difference between Embodiment 4 and Embodiments 1
to 3 will be mainly described. The same components as those
in Embodiments 1 to 3 are designated by the same reference
numerals. The flow of air is indicated by arrows in FIG. 11.

Inthe configuration in each of Embodiments 1 to 3, the two
power supplies, that is, the high voltage power supply 8 for
the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 and the high volt-
age power supply 4 for the capturing/inactivating-unit high-
voltage electrode 5 are arranged. According to Embodiment
4, as illustrated in FIG. 11, the high voltage power supply 4
supplies a voltage to each of the charging-unit high-voltage
electrode 2 and the capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage
electrode 5. The apparatus 100¢ further includes a safety
guard 13 disposed at a leeward end thereof, the safety guard
13 being configured to prevent a user from accidentally
inserting a user’s finger into the apparatus 100c. The safety
guard 13 is formed of, for example, conductive mesh having
a mesh size in the range of approximately 1 mm to approxi-
mately 10 mm, this mesh size preventing the insertion of a
human finger. The safety guard 13 is grounded and thus
maintained at zero potential.

An operation of the apparatus 100¢ will now be described.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating the flow of a method for
capture and inactivation of microbes and viruses, the method
being executed by the apparatus 100¢. The apparatus 100c¢ has
features in that a specific portion is used for both capturing
airborne microorganisms and inactivating the captured air-
borne microorganisms and a same power supply is used for
such processes. Specifically, since the apparatus 100c¢ is
capable of executing a process of capturing microbes and
viruses and a process of inactivating the captured microbes
and viruses in a sequential order, the microbes and viruses can
be removed with efficiency.

When the operation of the apparatus 100c is started, the
air-sending device 1 is activated (step S201). The high voltage
power supply 4 applies a high voltage to the charging-unit
high-voltage electrode 2 and also applies a high voltage to the
capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5 (step
S202). Thus, a discharge is produced between the charging-
unit high-voltage electrode 2 and the charging-unit ground
electrode 3, so that discharge current flows into the charging-
unit ground electrode 3. A current flowing into the charging-
unit ground electrode 3 is measured by a current determining
unit provided for, for example, a control board of the control-
ler 50. The measured current is compared with a reference
current previously set by the current determining unit (step
S203). If there is no problem, the method proceeds to the next
step (YES in step S203).

If the measured current is lower than the reference current,
the voltage applied to the charging-unit high-voltage elec-
trode 2 is raised. If the measured current is higher than the
reference current, the voltage applied to the charging-unit
high-voltage electrode 2 is lowered (step S204). Whether
airborne microbes and viruses are efficiently charged at all
times is determined in that manner (step S205). Upon start of
the step (step S204) of charging microbes and viruses by the
discharge and the step (step S205) of capturing the charged
microbes and viruses using dielectric polarization, a timer is
activated to measure processing time of these steps (step
S206).

When the processing time of these steps reaches reference
time (YES in step S206), the application of the high voltage to
the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 is stopped and the
application of the high voltage to the capturing/inactivating-
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unit high-voltage electrode 5 is also stopped. The air-sending
device 1 is then stopped (step S207). The series of steps (i.e.,
the process of capturing microbes and viruses) is finished
(step S208).

The process of inactivating microbes and viruses is then
started. The high voltage power supply 4 applies a high volt-
age to the capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode
5. Thus, a discharge is produced between the capturing/inac-
tivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5 and the capturing/inac-
tivating-unit ground electrode 7, so that discharge current
flows into the capturing/inactivating-unit ground electrode 7.
At this time, a current flowing into the capturing/inactivating-
unit ground electrode 7 is measured by the current determin-
ing unit. The measured current is compared with a reference
current previously set by the current determining unit. If there
is no problem, the process of inactivating microbes and
viruses is started (step S209).

In the process of inactivating microbes and viruses, if the
measured current is lower than the reference current, the
voltage applied to the capturing/inactivating-unit high-volt-
age electrode 5 is raised. If the measured current is higher than
the reference current, the voltage applied to the capturing/
inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5 is lowered.
Whether the captured airborne microbes and viruses are effi-
ciently inactivated at all times is determined in that manner.
Upon start of the process of inactivating microbes and viruses
by the discharge (step S209), the timer is activated to measure
processing time of this process (step S210).

When the processing time of the process reaches reference
time (YES in step S210), the application of the high voltage to
the capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5 is
stopped. The inactivating process is finished (step S211).
After that, the process of charging and capturing microbes
and viruses is again started (step S212). The above-described
operation is repeated.

As described above, the apparatus 100c¢ executes the step of
charging airborne microorganisms (the step of allowing air-
borne microorganisms to be charged), the step of capturing
the charged airborne microorganisms using the hydrophilic
filter 6 which has been polarized, and the step of inactivating
the airborne microorganisms captured by the hydrophilic fil-
ter 6 with plasma. Advantageously, the portion (hydrophilic
filter 6) capturing the airborne microorganisms can be kept in
a clean state at all times.

During the inactivating process, the air-sending device 1 is
stopped and the discharge between the charging-unit high-
voltage electrode 2 and the charging-unit ground electrode 3
is continued from the process of inactivating microbes and
viruses. In this case, since the air-sending device 1 is stopped,
the concentration of ozone in the capturing portion (hydro-
philic filter 6) is raised. During inactivation in the combina-
tion use of ozone and plasma, as the concentration of ozone is
higher, processing can be achieved in a shorter time.

In addition, the grounded safety guard 13 prevents the user
from accidentally getting a high-voltage electrical shock.
Furthermore, charged particles, such as ions, are neutralized
by landing in the safety guard 13, thus preventing the charged
particles from being emitted from the apparatus 100c.
Accordingly, air in a space (such as a living space) where the
apparatus 100c¢ is installed can also be kept in a clean state at
all times.

Embodiment 5

FIG. 13 is a sectional view illustrating a schematic sec-
tional configuration of an apparatus (hereinafter, referred to
as the “apparatus 1004”") for capture and inactivation of
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microbes and viruses according to Embodiment 5 of the
present invention. FIG. 14 is a sectional view illustrating a
schematic sectional configuration of a modification (herein-
after, referred to as an “apparatus 100¢”) of an apparatus
100g. FIG. 15 is a sectional view illustrating a schematic
sectional configuration of a modification (hereinafter,
referred to as an “apparatus 100/”) of the apparatus 100d. The
configurations and operations of the apparatuses 1004 to 100/
will be described with reference to FIGS. 13 to 15. The
difference between Embodiment 5 and Embodiments 1 to 4
will be mainly described. The same components as those in
Embodiments 1 to 4 are designated by the same reference
numerals. Furthermore, the flow of air is indicated by arrows
in FIGS. 13 to 15.

In Embodiment 4, as illustrated in FIG. 11, the high voltage
power supply 4 supplies a voltage to each of the charging-unit
high-voltage electrode 2 and the capturing/inactivating-unit
high-voltage electrode 5. According to Embodiment 5, a volt-
age to be supplied to the capturing/inactivating-unit high-
voltage electrode 5 can be regulated by a voltage regulator 14.

As described above, during capture of microbes and
viruses, the high voltage power supply 4 applies a voltage to
the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 to produce a dis-
charge between the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2
and the charging-unit ground electrode 3. At the same time,
the high voltage power supply 4 applies a voltage to the
capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5 to pro-
duce an electric field between the capturing/inactivating-unit
high-voltage electrode 5 and the capturing/inactivating
ground electrode 7, thus capturing microbes and viruses. In
this case, if charging by the charging unit is insufficient,
alternatively, if the distance between the capturing/inactivat-
ing-unit high-voltage electrode 5 and the hydrophilic filter 6
differs from a designed value, an abnormal discharge may be
caused depending on conditions. In order to prevent the
abnormal discharge, the voltage regulator 14 is provided for
the apparatus 1004.

The voltage regulator 14 includes high-voltage resistors
connected in series to divide a voltage in accordance with the
resistance ratio and apply the resultant voltage to the captur-
ing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5. Thus, different
voltages can be applied to the charging-unit high-voltage
electrode 2 and the capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage
electrode 5. Furthermore, the controller 50 may transmit a
signal to the voltage regulator 14 so that a voltage different
from that during capture can be applied to the capturing/
inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5 during inactiva-
tion.

Although the voltage regulator 14 is connected to the cap-
turing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5 in the appa-
ratus 1004, the apparatus 100e may be configured such that a
voltage regulator 14a is connected to the charging-unit high-
voltage electrode 2 and a voltage regulator 145 is connected to
the capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5, as
illustrated in FIG. 14. Consequently, the voltages to be
applied to the charging unit and the capturing/inactivating
unit can be flexibly changed, so that a voltage can be set for
each of the charging unit and the capturing/inactivating unit
depending on environmental conditions under which
microbes and viruses are removed.

Furthermore, the same advantages can be obtained in the
use of a same power supply with at least two different output
terminals, like a high voltage power supply 4a in the appara-
tus 1001 illustrated in FIG. 15, to achieve supply of different
voltages to the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 and the
capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5.
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As illustrated in FIGS. 13 to 15, air in respective spaces
(such as living spaces) where the apparatuses 1004 to 1001 are
installed can be kept in a clean state at all times.

Embodiment 6

FIG. 16 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus (hereinafter,
referred to as the “apparatus 100g1”) for capture and inacti-
vation of microbes and viruses according to Embodiment 6 of
the present invention. FIG. 17 is a sectional view illustrating
alongitudinal section of a schematic configuration of a modi-
fication (hereinafter, referred to as an “apparatus 100g2”) of
the apparatus 100g1. The configurations and operations of the
apparatuses 100g1 and 100g2 will be described with refer-
ence to FIGS. 16 and 17. The difference between Embodi-
ment 6 and Embodiments 1 to 5 will be mainly described. The
same components as those in Embodiments 1 to 5 are desig-
nated by the same reference numerals. Furthermore, the flow
of air is indicated by arrows in FIGS. 16 and 17.

Embodiment 6 relates to a modification of the capturing
unit based on the configuration in Embodiment 1. Specifi-
cally, in each of Embodiments 1 to 5, the capturing unit
includes the capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage elec-
trode 5, the hydrophilic filter 6, and the capturing/inactivat-
ing-unit ground electrode 7 such that the capturing/inactivat-
ing-unit high-voltage electrode 5 is connected to the high
voltage power supply 4, the capturing/inactivating-unit
ground electrode 7 is grounded, and the hydrophilic filter 6 is
sandwiched between the paired electrodes to capture micro-
organisms suspended in the air. According to Embodiment 6,
as illustrated in FIG. 16, a hydrophilic filter is a honeycomb
structure (hereinafter, referred to as the “honeycomb 157)
supporting a hydrophilic absorbent on its surface.

The honeycomb 15 is configured such that the hydrophilic
absorbent is supported on the surface of the honeycomb made
of, for example, metal (e.g., stainless steel or aluminum),
ceramic, or paper. Examples of the hydrophilic absorbent
include hydrophilic zeolite, which is effective. Any absorbent
exhibiting high hygroscopicity may be used. The honeycomb
15 can be formed by immersing, for example, a metal hon-
eycomb member into a slurry solution containing activated
carbon, drying the resultant member, and then firing the mem-
ber at a proper temperature.

This configuration offers the advantages described in
Embodiment 1 and further prevents airborne microorganisms
charged by the charging unit from being formed into droplets
on the surface of the honeycomb 15 upon collision with the
honeycomb 15 which has been polarized. Furthermore, the
airborne microorganisms subjected to collision can be
trapped in pores on the surface of the absorbent. Accordingly,
an electric field produced around the honeycomb 15 prevents
viruses and microbes from being scattered again and the
viruses and microbes can be captured with high efficiency and
be held as captured. Since the hydrophilic absorbent is used,
odor components can also be captured.

As described above, the capturing unit including the cap-
turing/inactivating-unit high-voltage electrode 5, the honey-
comb 15, and the capturing/inactivating-unit ground elec-
trode 7 achieves the advantage of capturing not only airborne
microorganisms but also chemical substances, such as odor
components, with high efficiency.

Although Embodiment 6 has been described with respect
to the case where the honeycomb member made of metal or
the like is coated with the hydrophilic absorbent, a catalytic
substance, such as manganese dioxide (MnQO,), titanium
dioxide (TiO,), zinc oxide (ZnO), platinum (Pt), copper (Cu),
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or silver (Ag), may be supported on the surface of the absor-
bent. This enables the catalyst to be activated during plasma
processing in the process of inactivating viruses and microbes
with plasma or to transform discharge products into sub-
stances exhibiting higher activity. Consequently, viruses and
microbes can be inactivated in a shorter time. Furthermore,
chemical substances deposited on the honeycomb 15 can be
decomposed and removed.

The honeycomb 15 may include two or more honeycombs
(e.g., a hydrophilic honeycomb 15a and a catalyst-coated
honeycomb 155), as in the apparatus 100g2 illustrated in F1G.
17. In this case, preferably, the hydrophilic honeycomb 15a is
placed close to the charging unit (on the upstream side) and
the catalyst-coated honeycomb 155 is placed away from the
charging unit (on the downstream side). In other words, it is
only required that the honeycomb positioned closest to the
charging unit be hydrophilic. The other honeycomb should
not be particularly limited. The catalyst-coated honeycomb
155 is coated with, for example, an absorbent for absorbing an
odor gas or a catalyst for decomposing and reducing the
above-described odor components. Note that the catalyst-
coated honeycomb 156 may be hydrophilic or hydrophobic in
this configuration. Preferably, the catalyst-coated honeycomb
155 is coated with a hydrophilic absorbent and a hydrophobic
absorbent in combination, because the number of gases which
can be absorbed or decomposed is increased.

Since the honeycomb 15 enables the capturing unit to
decompose discharge products (e.g., ozone) generated in the
charging unit while capturing airborne microorganisms, the
efficiency of charging airborne microorganisms by the charg-
ing unit can be enhanced. Accordingly, the apparatuses 100g1
and 100g2 maximize the efficiency of capturing airborne
microorganisms by the capturing unit and further enhance the
efficiency of removing viruses and microbes.

Embodiment 7

FIG. 18 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus (hereinafter,
referred to as the “apparatus 100/”) for capture and inactiva-
tion of microbes and viruses according to Embodiment 7 of
the present invention. The configuration and operation of the
apparatus 1007 will be described with reference to FIG. 18.
The difference between Embodiment 7 and Embodiments 1
to 6 will be mainly described. The same components as those
in Embodiments 1 to 6 are designated by the same reference
numerals. The flow of air is indicated by arrows in FIG. 18.

Embodiment 7 relates to a modification of the capturing
unit based on the configuration in Embodiment 2. Specifi-
cally, in each of Embodiments 1 to 6, the capturing unit
includes the capturing/inactivating-unit high-voltage elec-
trode 5, the hydrophilic filter 6, and the capturing/inactivat-
ing-unit ground electrode 7 such that the capturing/inactivat-
ing-unit high-voltage electrode 5 is connected to the high
voltage power supply 4, the capturing/inactivating-unit
ground electrode 7 is grounded, and the hydrophilic filter 6 is
sandwiched between the paired electrodes to capture micro-
organisms suspended in the air. According to Embodiment 6,
as illustrated in FIG. 18, the capturing unit includes an elec-
trostatic filter 16 and the capturing/inactivating-unit ground
electrode 7 disposed upstream of the filter with an insulator
(bushing 9) therebetween.

In the apparatus 1004, the electrostatic filter 16 charged in
advance is used. Accordingly, an external electrode is not
needed, thus simplifying the configuration. FIG. 19 illustrates
an example of a change in microbe/virus capture rate of the
configuration with the capturing/inactivating-unit ground
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electrode 7 and that without the capturing/inactivating-unit
ground electrode 7. In FIG. 19, the axis of abscissas indicates
the time elapsed from the start of capturing and the axis of
ordinates indicates the rate of change in microbe/virus cap-
ture rate, the change rate being 1 when the elapsed time is 0
minutes.

As described above, the microbe/virus capture rate
decreased with time in the configuration with no electrode
having a ground potential disposed upstream of the electro-
static filter 16. On the other hand, the microbe/virus capture
rate could be kept at high levels in the configuration with the
capturing/inactivating-unit ground electrode 7, disposed
upstream of the electrostatic filter 16, having the ground
potential. Ions generated by the charting unit are deposited on
the electrostatic filter 16, so that the deposited ions produce an
electric field opposite to that produced by the charging-unit
electrodes (the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2, the
charging-unit ground electrode 3). The electric field opposite
to that produced by the charging-unit electrodes functions to
reduce the charging efficiency of the charging unit.

The capturing/inactivating-unit ground electrode 7 neu-
tralizes the ions generated by the charging-unit electrodes,
thus preventing accumulation of charges on the electrostatic
filter 16 and maintaining the microbe/virus capture rate at a
high level. Furthermore, microbes and viruses captured by the
electrostatic filter 16 are exposed to ozone produced between
the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 and the charging-
unit ground electrode 3 for a long time, so that the microbes
and viruses can be inactivated. Additionally, if the electro-
static filter 16 is in honeycomb form (or form having many
holes, i.e., form having partitions), it can be configured with
low pressure loss in a manner similar to Embodiment 6.
Furthermore, the electrostatic filter 16 may be coated with an
absorbent or catalyst. Alternatively, a deodorant catalyst or a
MnO, catalyst to decompose generated ozone may be dis-
posed leeward of the electrostatic filter 16. Consequently, the
same advantages as those of Embodiment 6 can be offered.

Accordingly, the air in a space (such as a living space)
where the apparatus 1007 is installed can be similarly kept in
a clean state at all times. It is preferred that the electrostatic
filter 16 have permanent static electricity.

Embodiment 8

FIG. 20 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus (hereinafter,
referred to as the “apparatus 100/1”) for capture and inacti-
vation of microbes and viruses according to Embodiment 8 of
the present invention. FIG. 21 is a sectional view illustrating
a longitudinal section of a schematic configuration of an
apparatus (hereinafter, referred to as the “apparatus 100:2”)
for capture and inactivation of microbes and viruses accord-
ing to a modification of Embodiment 8 of the present inven-
tion. The configurations and operations of the apparatuses
100:1 and 100:2 will be described with reference to FIGS. 20
and 21. The difference between Embodiment 8 and Embodi-
ments 1 to 7 will be mainly described. The same components
as those in Embodiments 1 to 7 are designated by the same
reference numerals. Furthermore, the flow of air is indicated
by arrows in FIGS. 20 and 21.

In the configuration in each of Embodiments 1 to 7, the
charging-unit high-voltage electrode (the charging-unit high-
voltage electrode 2, the charging-unit high-voltage electrode
12) is disposed on the windward side and the charging-unit
ground electrode (the charging-unit ground electrode 3, the
charging-unit ground electrode 11) is disposed on the leeward
side to charge microorganisms suspended in the air, and the
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microorganisms are inactivated with ozone generated by the
charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 and the charging-unit
ground electrode 3 during inactivation. According to
Embodiment 8, as illustrated in FIG. 20, an ion generating
unit including a discharge electrode (first high-voltage appli-
cation electrode) 17, a ground electrode 18, a fan 19, and the
high voltage power supply 8 is disposed between the charging
unit (including the charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 and
the charging-unit ground electrode 3) and the capturing/inac-
tivating unit (including the electrostatic filter 16 and the cap-
turing/inactivating-unit ground electrode 7) such that the ion
generating unit is placed on, for example, an inner wall of the
air path housing 10 to charge airborne microorganisms with
ions generated.

As illustrated in FIG. 21, the apparatus 10072 is configured
such that a charged-mist generating unit including a charged-
mist spray electrode 20, the ground electrode 18, the fan 19,
and the high voltage power supply 8 is disposed on, for
example, an inner wall of the air path housing 10. Airborne
microorganisms may be charged with charged mist.

The configurations of the apparatuses 100/1 and 1002
achieve rapid inactivation of microbes and viruses, though the
number of components is increased.

Embodiment 9

FIG. 22 is a sectional view illustrating a longitudinal sec-
tion of a schematic configuration of an apparatus (hereinafter,
referred to as the “apparatus 100;”) for capture and inactiva-
tion of microbes and viruses according to Embodiment 9 of
the present invention. The configuration and operation of the
apparatus 100/ will be described with reference to FIG. 22.
The difference between Embodiment 9 and Embodiments 1
to 8 will be mainly described. The same components as those
in Embodiments 1 to 8 are designated by the same reference
numerals. The flow of air is indicated by arrows in FIG. 22.

In the configuration in each of Embodiments 1 to 7, the
charging-unit high-voltage electrode (the charging-unit high-
voltage electrode 2, the charging-unit high-voltage electrode
12) is disposed on the windward side and the charging-unit
ground electrode (the charging-unit ground electrode 3, the
charging-unit ground electrode 11) is disposed on the leeward
side to charge microorganisms suspended in the air, and the
microorganisms are inactivated with ozone generated by the
charging-unit high-voltage electrode 2 and the charging-unit
ground electrode 3 during inactivation. According to
Embodiment 9, as illustrated in FIG. 22, a humidifier 21 is
disposed between the charging unit (including the charging-
unit high-voltage electrode 2 and the charging-unit ground
electrode 3) and the capturing-inactivating unit (including the
electrostatic filter 16 and the capturing/inactivating-unit
ground electrode 7) to mix airborne microorganisms, charged
by the charging unit, with water supplied from the humidifier
21.

This configuration offers the advantages described in
Embodiments 1 to 8 and further enables charged airborne
microorganisms to be supplied with moisture. Advanta-
geously, the advantage of capturing airborne microorganisms
through the capturing unit can be further increased.

FIG. 23 illustrates a change in influenza virus survival rate
with varying temperature and humidity after being left for six
hours as it was. FIG. 23 demonstrates that the activity of the
virus increased under low temperature and low humidity con-
ditions, whereas it decreased under high temperature and high
humidity conditions. Furthermore, it is known that the activ-
ity of microbes increases under relatively high temperature
conditions and it decreases under low humidity conditions,
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because microbes are sensitive to drying. Accordingly, water
supply during virus inactivation leads to more effective virus
inactivation.

While the apparatuses and methods for capture and inacti-
vation of microbes and viruses according to the present inven-
tion have been described with respect to Embodiments 1 to 9,
the features of Embodiments 1 to 9 may be properly com-
bined to provide an apparatus and method for capture and
inactivation of microbes and viruses.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1 air-sending device 2 charging-unit high-voltage elec-
trode 3 charging-unit ground electrode 4 high voltage power
supply 4a high voltage power supply 5 capturing/inactivat-
ing-unit high-voltage electrode 6 hydrophilic filter 7 captur-
ing/inactivating-unit ground electrode 8 high voltage power
supply 9 bushing 10 air path housing 11 charging-unit ground
electrode 12 charging-unit high-voltage electrode 13 safety
guard 14 voltage regulator 14a voltage regulator 145 voltage
regulator 15 honeycomb 15a hydrophilic honeycomb 156
catalyst-coated honeycomb electrostatic filter 18 ground
electrode 19 fan 20 charged-mist spray electrode 21 humidi-
fier 50 controller 100 apparatus 100a apparatus 1005 appa-
ratus 100¢ apparatus 1004 apparatus 100e apparatus 100e
apparatus 100f apparatus 100g1 apparatus 100g2 apparatus
100/, apparatus 100i1 apparatus 100:2 apparatus 1005 appa-
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The invention claimed is:

1. A method for capture and inactivation of microbes and
viruses, the method comprising:

a step of introducing airborne microorganisms into an air

path housing;

a charging step of charging the airborne microorganisms
introduced in the air path housing;

a filter capturing step of capturing the charged airborne
microorganisms with a hydrophilic filter which has been
polarized; and

a step of inactivating the airborne microorganisms cap-
tured by the hydrophilic filter with plasma,

wherein the step of inactivating the airborne microorgan-
isms captured by the hydrophilic filter with plasma is
started after the charging step and the filter capturing
step.

2. The method for capture and inactivation of microbes and
viruses of claim 1, wherein the steps are successively per-
formed.

3. The method for capture and inactivation of microbes and
viruses of claim 1, wherein there are provided

an air path housing,

a first high-voltage application electrode to be supplied
with a voltage to charge airborne microorganisms intro-
duced in the air path housing,

a first counter electrode disposed so as to face the first
high-voltage application electrode,

the hydrophilic filter sandwiched between a second high-
voltage application electrode and a second counter elec-
trode, the hydrophilic filter being configured to capture
the airborne microorganisms charged by the first high-
voltage application electrode, and

a single high voltage power supply to supply a voltage to
the first high-voltage application electrode and the sec-
ond high-voltage application electrode.

4. The method for capture and inactivation of microbes and
viruses of claim 3, wherein the hydrophilic filter is coated
with at least one of a hydrophilic catalyst, an absorbent, and a
deodorant catalyst.

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

60

65

20

5. The method for capture and inactivation of microbes and
viruses of claim 1, wherein there are provided

an air path housing,

a first high-voltage application electrode to be supplied
with a voltage to charge airborne microorganisms intro-
duced in the air path housing,

a first counter electrode disposed so as to face the first
high-voltage application electrode,

the hydrophilic filter charged in advance to capture the
airborne microorganisms charged by the first high-volt-
age application electrode, and

a ground electrode disposed in a more windward side than
the hydrophilic filter.

6. The method for capture and inactivation of microbes and
viruses of claim 5, wherein the hydrophilic filter is coated
with at least one of a hydrophilic catalyst, an absorbent, and a
deodorant catalyst.

7. A method for capture and inactivation of microbes and
viruses, the method comprising:

a step of introducing airborne microorganisms into an air

path housing;

a step of producing a discharge between a first high-voltage
application electrode and a first counter electrode dis-
posed so as to face the first high-voltage application
electrode in the air path housing to charge the airborne
microorganisms introduced in the air path housing;

a capturing step of capturing the charged airborne micro-
organisms using a hydrophilic filter charged in advance;
and

a step of inactivating the airborne microorganisms after the
capturing step and sending air,

wherein the steps are successively performed.

8. An apparatus for capture and inactivation of microbes
and viruses, the apparatus comprising:

an air path housing;

a first high-voltage application electrode to be supplied
with a voltage to charge airborne microorganisms intro-
duced in the air path housing;

a first counter electrode disposed so as to face the first
high-voltage application electrode;

a filter to capture the airborne microorganisms charged by
the first high-voltage application electrode;

a second high-voltage application electrode to be supplied
with a voltage to polarize the filter and inactivate the
airborne microorganisms captured by the filter;

a second counter electrode disposed so as to face the sec-
ond high-voltage application electrode; and

a power supply to supply a voltage to each of the first
high-voltage application electrode and the second high-
voltage application electrode,

wherein the filter has a hydrophilic surface, and

wherein the filter is sandwiched between the second high-
voltage application electrode and the second counter
electrode so as to be insulated from the electrodes.

9. The apparatus for capture and inactivation of microbes
and viruses of claim 8, wherein a voltage supplied to at least
one of the first high-voltage application electrode and the
second high-voltage application electrode is adjustable.

10. The apparatus for capture and inactivation of microbes
and viruses of claim 8, wherein a voltage supplied to at least
one of the first high-voltage application electrode and the
second high-voltage application electrode is allowed to be
supplied from a same power supply.
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